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First step



The Purpose of Poster
Presentations
• Visually present a summary of your research

• Serve as a visual aid that supports your oral 
presentation



Balancing Act

• Detailed and complete AND concise

• Poster should stand on its own

• Poster shouldn’t be overwhelming with text



Design Tips

Plan

• Results

• Charts

• Bullet 
Points/Summaries

• Layout 

Flow of sections

• Logical

Size

• Conferences dictate 
size 

• 48" x 60“ is typical



Design Tips

Text 
• Get to the point
• Use bullet points 
• Font

• Use standard font 
• Headings: 32 pt
• Text: 24 pt
• Figure Details: 18 pt

• Balance with images
• Word Count

• ~100 words / section
• ~1000 words total



Design Tips

Images

• Photos/Figures

• Use to tell the story (e.g. models, charts)

• Use with purpose

• Balance with text

Color

• ~2-3 colors

• Use white space





Everything on your poster needs to be visible from 10 feet away!

Title: 80 pt

Headings: 32 pt

Text: 24 pt 
Figure Details: 18 pt



Premiumposterspace

Lessvisibleposterspace



Poster Sections

• Title, Authors, Logos

• Abstract

• Introduction/Background

• Hypothesis

• Methods

• Results

• Summary

• References

• Acknowledgements



Title

• Informative

• < 2 lines

Author(s) 

• Presenter’s name 

• Anyone else who contributed significantly

• PI

Affiliations

Logos

• University

• Program

• Grant



Abstract

• Can take up valuable space

• Consider leaving off if you need the space

Full abstract, legible font. Full abstract, tiny font.



Introduction/Background
• Brief

• Hook your audience

Hypothesis

• Brief

• Possibly use diagrams

Methods

• Details depend on audience, complexity, and 
importance



Results/Findings

• 3-4 main findings

• Group/organize logically

• Easily understood figures

• Simple, clear labels

• Complex figures

• Reconsider using

• Separate caption

• You will present the findings, don’t need to explain via 
text



Summary

• Restate main takeaways

References

• Don’t forget!

• Font size can be a little smaller

Acknowledgments

• PI/Mentor

• Significant People

• Funding

• Program



Too much text

Result title is 

hidden



Result title 

is clear

Simplified









https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/samples

https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/samples


Software

• PowerPoint/Google Slides

• Adobe Illustrator 

• Open-Source Alternatives

• OpenOffice

• Inkscape and Gimp 

• For charts and diagrams try Gliffy or 
Lovely Charts





Presentation 
Tips
• Be present at your poster!

• Know your audience

• Point out visuals, but not text

• Consider supplementary information (e.g., a 
handout, tablet)

• Don’t block your poster

• Be professional

• Dress, hygiene, body language







Resources

Much of the material here from Matt Carter, Designing Science Presentations as well 

as Research Guides: How to Create a Research Poster: Design Tips

Designing conference posters — for advice & templates! 

Powerpoint poster templates for research poster presentations

Scientific Poster PowerPoint Templates

https://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=276826&p=1846155
https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design/
https://www.posterpresentations.com/free-poster-templates.html
https://www.makesigns.com/SciPosters_Templates.aspx
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